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Last Wednesday, February 7, a 5-alarm blaze erupted in an old building in 
downtown Monterey. The fire started in a Quizno's sub shop, that exemplar 
of tasteful dining, and went on to thoroughly destroy a number of joints, 
including Goomba's Italian Restaurant, a Starbucks, and some storage offices 
belonging to Big Sur's Esalen Institute—the launching point for the human 
potential movement. Esalen lost little of their own archives, the vast bulk of 
their books, photos, audio and videotapes residing elsewhere. Unfortunately, 
the institute was also using the offices to store the amazing library of Terence 
McKenna, the visionary psychedelic bard who passed away in 2000. The plan 
was to eventually install the books at Esalen, a place that Terence loved but 
which is not widely associated with scholarly pursuit. That plan will never be 
realized. 

For those who knew Terence or enjoyed his library, the fire is a tragedy, and 
not simply because it consumed his private papers. Terence's library 
reflected the multidimensional facets of his own mind: mysticism and history, 
drugs and dreams, science fiction and systems theory, natural history and art. 
Terence was a head who fed his head with books more than the drugs he 
became known for. I will never forget the sheepish look he gave me six 
months or so before his death, as he forked over a fistful of twenties for a 
copy of Empson's Cult of the Peacock Angel, a rare book on the Yezidis that 
he bought from an esoteric book dealer I knew. It was a look that said, 
Please don't tell my girlfriend.
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Terence became a bookhound as a wee lad, and stumbled across amazing 
finds along his tangled way. One time, on the way to India, he came across a 
Theosophy library in the Seychelles that was closing its doors, and picked up 
its large collection of occult literature, all bound in red leather, for peanuts. 
The top floor of the home he built on the big island of Hawaii was designed 
partly to gather his thousands of volumes in one place. I visited there once 
towards the end of Terence's life, to record his last formal interview. When he 
napped, I had the choice of poking through the library or exploring the 
gorgeous hideaways of Hawaii. I never left the lair. 

Terence's brother Dennis owns an index of Terence's collection, which will at 
least give us an overview of his library—sorta like a playlist without the MP3s. 
But even this valuable document will not replace the body of knowledge 
itself—a body that had become, in the weird ways of the memetic world, a 
kind of second body for Terence's fabulous and fascinating mind. No 
budding head will ever be able to poke through this collection again, with its 
faintly perfumed volumes on Chinese alchemy and butterflies and hash. And 
the world has one fewer 1659 folio of Isaac Casaubon's A True and Faithful 
Relation of what passed between Dr. John Dee and some spirits, and one 
fewer old-school copy of Agrippa's Three Books of Occult Philosophy, which 
Terence swapped for a pound or two of yummies back in the day. The 
content of these books, at least, is reproducible; Terence, of course, was 
one-of-a-kind.
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H A L LWAY   
S O U N D T R A C K
Terence McKenna with Art Bell, March 19th 1998.  

Soundtrack altered by the artist.

Terence McKenna with Art Bell, March 19th 1998 

AB: Now comes Terrence McKenna from the Hawaiian Islands, and he comes in 
a very interesting way. Uh, Terrence, welcome to the program. 

TM; it's a pleasure to talk to you again Art. .. how are you? 

AB: Uh, I am fine. Um, now Terrence, let us begin ... uh, where are you in the 
islands? I mean not exactly, but sort of roughly? 

TM: I'm on the Big island of Hawaii on the Kona side. I'm in south Kona on the 
Big Island. 

AB: Um you are coming to us actually from your home. Last time we did an 
interview you had to, like, go to somebody's house or something to do the 
interview ... leave your own home, because you're so remote that all you've got is 
a cell phone ... and that's how you did the show last time, right? 

TM: That's right. 

AB: Alright. This time, we're using a different setup. It has a tiny little glitch in it 
every now and again, and so tell people how it is that you're reaching us .. I mean 
that's an interesting story all by itself. 

TM: Um, I'm reaching you on a spread spectrum radio circuit that's a I megabyte 
wireless connection 30 miles to the town of Kailua Kona, and my telephone circuit 
is simply piggy-backing on this one megabyte internet connection. There's a 
company out here called Computer Time, this character john Breeden has an 
amazing technology. I think I talked to you last year about my struggles for 
connectivity when I was piddling around trying to get 128 ... now I have eight 
times faster than that, and it's ... he's building a backbone for these islands, and 
anyone with line of sight to the server can have up to 6 megabytes if they can 
afford it. …



S C U L P T U R E  
G A R D E N  FA C A D E



S C U L P T U R E  
G A R D E N  FA C A D E

The reference photo on this page illustrates the intended 
result of the intervention. 

The entire facade will be fabricated on-site using various 
theatrical and scenic painting techniques. Construction is 
expected to last one week.  

The resulting architectural intervention will take the form of 
a burned exterior facade. This vignette will also function as 
the back entrance of the gallery, leading to sculpture 
garden. 



PA I N T I N G  
F O R M AT S  

A series consisting of between 5 -10 paintings on canvas as 
well as 10 -15 works on paper will be created to be displayed 
along with the facade.  

Works on Canvas 
Paintings on canvas may follow either of two dimensions:  
84 x 60 inches = 7 ft x 5 ft. 
64 x 48 inches = 5.3 ft x 4 ft. 

Works on Paper 
Paintings on paper may follow either of two dimensions:  
29.5 x 21.5 inches  
64 x 48 inches 



PA I N T I N G  
C O N T E N T  

Library Selections 
———————————————————————————— 
Titles of selected books from the McKenna Library hand-
written on extracted wall segments: 

Maya Cosmogenesis 2012: The True Meaning of the Maya 
Calendar End-Date 

Psilocybin Mushrooms of the World: An Identification 
Guide 

Essential Substances: A Cultural History of Intoxicants in 
Society 

Trialogues at the Edge of the West: Chaos, Creativity, and 
the Resacralization of the World 

Food of the Gods : The Search for the Original Tree of 
Knowledge: A Radical History of Plants, Drugs, and Human 
Evolution 

Curious myths of the middle ages 

The Global Brain Awakens: Our Next Evolutionary Leap 

The Gutenberg Galaxy 

Quiznos Posters:  
———————————————————————————— 
Heavily-altered scans of fair-use Quiznos posters, printed on 
canvas, and with hand-written text overlays. 

Mmmm… Toasty 

$10 off any catering tray over $35 

New Online Ordering 

Mesquite 

Pesto Caesar 

Bargain Bundle 

Honey Bacon Club 

Subs . Soups . Salads 

Let’s Get Toasted! 

$1 off Chopped Salad 

Take the test at toastytorpedo.com 

Example works to be shown in person.  

Works will fall into two groups of incongruous pairings:

http://toastytorpedo.com


E D I T I O N E D  
A RT W O R K S

A single work on paper (edition of 2,000) available to commemorate the 
launch of the project.  

Paper format: 
29.5 x 21.5 inches 

All profits from sales of editions will be donated to: 

Friends of Esalen 

Multidisciplinary Association for Psychedelic Studies (MAPS) 

501(c)(3) non-profit, tax-exempt organizations.  Donations are tax-deductible 
to the extent allowed by law 



C ATA L O G  
A C C O M PA N I M E N T

A limited-run catalog will accompany launch of project. Available for purchase on website and at gallery location. 

Catalog to feature documentation of artworks along with featured essays: 

Possible contributors: 

Michael Slenske, a Los Angeles-based writer and editor who covers art, culture, and travel. He is a contributing editor for Modern 
Painters and Art + Auction 

Dennis McKenna, American ethnopharmacologist, research pharmacognosist, lecturer, author, Terence McKenna’s brother. 

Erik Davis, Author, cultural critic, freelance journalist, lecturer, radio talk show host 

Jeffrey J. Kripal, the J. Newton Rayzor Professor of Philosophy and Religious Thought and former chair of the Department of 
Religious Studies at Rice University in Houston, Texas 

Tricia McEntee, CEO Esalen Institute 

Gordon Wheeler, President Esalen Institute



W E B S I T E  
A C C O M PA N I M E N T  
Microsite to launch several weeks before opening. Site to include: 

Exclusive online features: 

• Release of full list of books in the Terence McKenna library. List and 
commentary by Dennis McKenna. 

Exhibition and Location Info 

• Gallery location and contact info 
• Press section with high-res images and text resources. 
• Lecture series schedule and bios 

Online store with selected products for purchase 

• Editioned Artworks 
• Catalog 
• Lecture series guest books: 

- Brotherhood of the Screaming Abyss by Dennis McKenna 
- Esalen: America and the Religion of No Religion by Jeffrey J. Kripal



L E C T U R E  
S E R I E S Possible contributors: 

Dennis McKenna 
American ethnopharmacologist, research pharmacognosist, lecturer, author 
and brother of Dennis McKenna 

Erik Davis 
Author, cultural critic, freelance journalist, lecturer, radio talk show host 

Jeffrey J. Kripal 
Jeffrey John Kripal is the J. Newton Rayzor Professor of Philosophy and 
Religious Thought and former chair of the Department of Religious Studies at 
Rice University in Houston, Texas 

Michael Murphy 
the co-founder of the Esalen Institute, a key figure in the Human Potential 
Movement and author of The Future of the Body and other books on topics 
related to extraordinary human potential. 

Tricia McEntee 
CEO Esalen Institute 

Gordon Wheeler 
President Esalen Institute 

Stuart K. Mathis 
 Quiznos - President and CEO.  Mr. Mathis has over 30 years of experience in 
franchising, operations and administration 
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